Mr. POWELL. Mr. Speaker. iloday
Israe]l celebratos the 15un anulversary of
her independence, On this memaorable
ocossion, I wish to extend warm feitetta-
tions to Hla Excelleney the Acting Pres-
ident of Isreel, Kadisiv Loz and His Ex-
cellency, the Israel Ambassador to the
United States, Averham Harman.

For 15 years the natlons of the world
huve witnissed the growth of the inde-
pendent State of Isragl, Ever shhee its
establishment on May 14, 1948, we in the
United States have been. amazed at the
industey and perseverence of the people
of this cotmt:ry in their desire for prog-
ress and sticcess in the wdﬂd comuunity
From a nation wracked By war and pil-
lage, Israel hds now. becotie the shining
example for the otHer nwwb independent
states striving for ‘status and stability,
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Foo these remarkable acmevementa.‘

one must uy fribute to the people of
Isael, *he worke: as well as the govern-,
ment ofcial The guidance of - Prime
Mumister Ben-Gurion, the representation
abroand of Presidents Weizmann and
Ben-Zvi, the maolding by General Dayan
of young Israels into a unifled army,
have contrituted Lo the sirent thening of
their courtn Yet it b2 the lubnrer
who builds the rouds and constructs the
towns. who mines the rich ores and
phosphetes. and who plants and harvests
the grains and frufjts—he s the lifeblood
of Isracl. His dedlgation to his country,
and his single purpose of advancing his
nation have made Israe! what (4 1s today.
Nowhere, save In thg Unlted States, have
80 many different péople came iq lve and
to build for thetr ehlidren n permanent
bome, Tree from the persecutions and
horrors of anyi~Semitism.

We salute the peopié of Israe} on thelr
1% fruitful years. Wo express, tov, the
hope st their nation will continge to

" prorress as 1t has, and that the friend-. -
‘Bhip between America and. Isragl wﬂl]‘i
‘grow in peace and pmsper!hy =
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